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Lee County and the City of Cape Coral prove to be gracious hosts for Florida Senior Games

The 2006 Florida Senior Games State Championships, held for the first of three years in Lee County and
the City of Cape Coral, attracted 2,106 athletes over the age of 50 to compete in 22 sports and events. The
2006 Games marked the 15™ Anniversary of the Florida Senior Games State Championships.

With the new location in Southwest Florida, the area provided a refreshing look for many different events.
The Estero Community Center hosted events on five of the nine days of competition as well as the Games
Headquarters for the Florida Sports Foundation staff. The Community Center held its Grand Opening on
November 18 with a 5K Road Race, just ten days before the FSF staff arrived.

Other newer Lee County and Cape Coral venues hosting large participation sports included Ida Baker High
School for Track & Field and the Florida Gulf Coast University Swimming Pool and Tennis Courts.

The 2006 Games were a qualifier for the 2007 National Senior Games, to be held in late June and early
July in Louisville, Kentucky. In the last three National Senior Games competition, held every other year,
Florida athletes have flocked to test their skills against senior athletes from around the country.

In 2001, a total of 318 Florida athletes combined to win 144 medals in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Over 500
Floridians traveled to Hampton Roads, Virginia to compete in the 2003 National Senior Games and won 164
medals. In 2005, more than 400 senior athletes from Florida earned 193 individual medals and two team
medals at the National Senior Games, held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Qualifying events for the 2007 Florida Senior Games State Championships begin in January, 2007 and con-
tinue throughout the year. Senior athletes can choose from 21 local qualifying events throughout the state
from January through November. The 2007 State Championships will be held December 1-9, 2007, for the
second of three years, in Lee County and the City of Cape Coral. A listing of 2007 qualifiers and complete
results from the 2006 Games can be found at www.flasports.com.

Highlights from the 2006 Florida Senior Games State Championships
Fort Myers area runners win Road Races

The 10K Road Race in Downtown Fort Myers produced the first gold medal winner of the 2006 Florida Sen-
ior Games State Championships when 51-year old Dante Ciolfi, of Fort Myers, crossed the finish line in just
under 43 minutes.

In Ciolfi’s first Florida Senior Games State Championships competition, he crossed the finish line with a time
of 42:58, almost two minutes ahead of the second finisher, Jeff Morey, of Bokeelia, who ran the 10K race in
44:38. Barbara Galpin, of The Villages, was the top women'’s finisher, winning the gold medal in the 60-64
age group, with a time of 1:01.15.





